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PLL LD DK 


To all who love the Lord Fefus Christ, grace and peace be mul- 
tiplied. 


47 OU cannot have confidered, without the Jivelieft emo« { z 
tion and gratitude, the various events which have lately 





taken place in the Chriitian world. ae 
It was long the regret of good men in this country, that the ve) i 
prayers and exertions of Chriftians for the extenfion of the i Pe 
Redeemer’s kingdom, were enfeebled by their difunion and ak 
want of co-operation. The many unfuccefsful ateempts which Aa 
had been made to remedy thefe evils, led mankind to confider Hd 
a general and cordial union among Chriftians as impoffible. | ot Oe 
But the Lord hath arifen, and hath had mercyon Zion. What ae! 
neither the hand of power, nor the profpeé of wordly advan- nh # 
tage could accomplifh, love to Jefus and concern for fouls en 
have effected. Chriftians of almoft every denomination,with- . 
out facrificing any of their diftinétive tenets, have united upon ca 
the broad bafis of preaching falvation, through free grace, to the tis) a 
heathen world, fC :. 


N 
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Thus united in principle and obje@&; they have, either by 
feparate or combined exertion, made a vigorous and extenfive 
attack on the kingdom of Satan. They have carried the found 
of the Saviour’s name from the frozen regions of Greenland, 
to the favage hordes of Caffraria. ‘They have exhibited the 
riches of redeeming grace among the enervated and fuperfti- 
tious Hindvos, as well as among the ignorant and unpolifked 
inhabitants of the South Sea. 2 

The fuccefs accompanying their exertions has been various ; 
but in fo wide afphere,and with fuch feeble means, has, on the 
whole, been adequate to every reatonable expectation. “ The 
Lord,” in many inftances, “ hath gone before them, and made 
the crooked places ftraight.”” He hath “broken in pieces the 
gates of brafs, and cut in funder the bars of iron.” The feed 
of the word which has been fown, fhall yet fpring up. Though 
like “ an handful of corn in the earth upon the tops of the 
mountains, the fruit thereof flrall fhake like Lebanon.” 

«The frequent and fevere difappotntments which have been 
fuftained, have, we truft, abated felf-confidence, but have nei- 


ther depreffed our mirids nor paralized our exertions. Know- 
ing that the work is the Lord’s, and muft ultimately prevail, 
we defire to perfzvere with unfhaken confidence, and with un- 
diminifhed vigour. ‘“ Arife, OQ God, plead thine own caufe; 
Have refpeé unto the covenant, for the dark places of the earth 


are full of the habitations of cruelty !” 


While we regard with increafing admiration the exertions, 
of our brethren in diftant heathen lands, and aid them by our 
prayers, our counfels and ourcontributions, we deem ourfelves 
bound in a particular manner, to attend to the heathens brought 
to the Britifh dominions, and in fubferviency to their {piritual 
and eternal interefts, to thofe of our countrymen whom they 
ferve. Here awide field is opened for miffionarylabours. After 
much refleétion and enquiry we have mutually agreed to unite 
our endeavours in fending a miflion to the ifland of famaica. 

There multitudes of our countrymen who have enjoyed the 
advantages of a pious education, and whofe minds were early 
impreffed with religious fentiments, are funk in worldly purfuits 
and pleafures, without enjoying in that purity and abundance 
which could be wifhed, the means of being awakened toa 
fenfe of their {piritual condition, and of being refcued from 
impending mifeyy. In the fyren lap of pleafure they repolc 
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and fay to their fouls “ Peace, peace, whilft there is no peace” 
with G d. They indeed fall not within the immediate object 
of our inftitution ; but can it be expeéted that the gofpel will 
be revered by the fervants, while their mafters, bearing the 
name of Chriftians, difavow by their conduét all regard to its 
principles and precepts? Befides, are they not our countrymen 
and relations ? And can we partake of the commercial advan- 
tages refulting from their labours, and not feel a defire to co- 
operate with the ftated minifters of religion among them, to 
rekindle the flame of divine bove in their bofoms, and thus ex- 
alt them to the true dignity and happinefs of their nature? 
Shall Jefus die for finners, and we remain indifferent about 
the falvation of thofe with whom we are connected by the 
ftrong ties of blood and intereft, as well as by thofe of country 
and affection? Convinced of the infinite importance of the 
gofpel, we cannot contemplate 30,000 white inhabitants, a 
great part of whom are repofing in fpiritual fecurity, and fink= 
ing into the grave unadmonifhed of their danger and unin- 
ftruéted in the ways of falvation, without endeavouring to 
waken them to the proper bufinefs of life, the falvation of the 
foul. 

When we turn our eyes to the fpiritual ftate of the numer- 
ous flaves upon that ifland, amounting to nearly 300,000, we 
feel che utmoft anxiety to enlighten their dark minds, and 
comfort their wounded hearts, by imparting to them the glori- 
ous vofpel of God our Saviour. It is this only that can re- 
eoncile them to their fituation, by the views which it exhihits 
of the government of God, and the hopes of future bleflednefs 
which it infpires. It is this only that can render them truly 
valuable to their mafters ; for wherever the gofpel is received 
with faith and love, the fidelity, the diligence and the attach- 
ment of the fervant are effectually fecured. Its language to 
them is,“ Art thou called, being a fervant? care not for it. For 
he that is called in the Lord being a fervant, is the Lord’s 
freeman.”’ 

In a place containing fuch numbers of our fellow men, fo 
diverfified in charaster and circumftances, may not the faithful 


and zealous preachers of the gofpel expect abundant fuccefs ?. 


Is not the field white unto harveftt ? Pray ye the Lord of the 
harveft to fend forth labourers ! 7 
N 2 
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The peculiarity of their prefent circumftances, likewife ren« 
ders the profpect of fuccefs greater now, than at any former 
period. ‘That fyftem of falfe philofophy which, of late years, 
hath been fo generally adopted, and by many extolled as the 
- Only certain remedy for the diforders prevalent among mane 
kind, and the only effectual means of producing univerfal har- 
mony and perpetual peace, hath, in the fad experience of many 
in that part of the globe, produced effects the moft fanguinary 
and deftructive.. Its deluded votaries have revived the ex- 
ploded principles of atheifm, and poured forth their poifon 
among the nations, not only to the extinction of religion, but 
to the fubverfion of eftablifhed governments, and of good or- 
der among mankind. Like the defolating judgments of heaven, 
“<a fire devoureth before them, and behind them a flame burn- 
eth: the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind 
them a defolate wildernefs.” 

On the other hand, the mild and beneficial effe&ts of the 
gofpel among the flaves in fome of the Weft-India iflands, 
have fully convinced the proprietors, that it is the gofpel of 
our Lord. Jefus Chrift that effeGtually teaches men to “ fear 
God and honour the king ;” that teaches “ fervants to be fub- 
ject to their own mafters with all fear ; not only to the good 
and gentle, but alfo to the froward.” The increafed honefty, 
attachment and diligence of the flaves in the ifland of Antigua, 
have produced from their mafters a defire and application for 
more gofpel miffionaries amongft them. ‘ Thus hath the 
Lord fet in the defert, the fir-tree, and the pine and the box 
together ; that men may fee, and know, and confider, and un- 
derftand together, that the hand of the Lord hath done this, 
and the Holy one of Ifrael hath created it.” 

While from thefe and other caufes, we are affured of a po- 
lite reception to our miffionaries, we are fenfible, that to the 
attainment of our object much wifdom and prudence are ne- 
ceffary. It is not merely the ignorant we have to inftruét, 
or the honeft and humble enquirer after truth we have to fa- 
tisfy ; we fhall be called upon to encounter the fophiftry of 
the Deift, and to overcome that oppofition which arifes from 
a corrupted but ingenious mind. Our miffionaries will be af- 
failed, not only with the weight of argument, but by the al- 
Jurements of pleafure., Many, who may not openly rejeét the 
gofpel, will yet be defirous of lowering its demands of holinefs, 
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and will flatter themfelves that they fucceed, if they can bring 
its preachers to conform to their corrupt practices. 

Thefe circumftances render the choice of miflionaries an 
obje& of peculiar delicacy and importance. ‘To guard,at once, 
againft that cynical feverity which repels, and that eafinefs of 
temper which betrays, requires a judgment matured by years 
and experience, a knowledge of mankind deep ard extentive, 
rs a ftrength of pzinciple which has furmounted many a rude 

ock. 

Such is the man we with to place at the head of a miffion 
to Jamaica. And that you may enable us to difcover a per- 
fon duly qualified, we make known our plan and folicit your 
affiftance. 

It is our with that the miffion fhall confift of eight or ten 
perfons; one half of them minifters or preachers of the gofpel, 
the other, {choolmafters or catechifts. 

The firft muft be men of undoubted piety and abilities,who 
have been regularly educated and prepared for the work of 
the miniftry. The other muft be perfons of fome experience 
in teaching, and who can be well recommended for piety, dili- 
gence and good temper. All of them muft be men of ap- 
proved loyalty, and attached from principle to the happy form 
of our civil conftitution: ‘‘ men who fear the Lord and the 
king, and meddle not with thofe who are given to change :”’ 
men § who are determined to know nothing but Jefus Chritt 
and him crucified.” 

Thefe young mer we wifh not to expofe, immediately on 
their arrival, to the fafcinations of pleafure and the attacks of 
infidels, We with to place them, for fome time at leaft, un- 
der the protection of an able, experienced and pious clergy- 
man ; one whois intimately acquainted with practical religion, 
and able to defend it againft the aflaults of its enemies—one 
whofe learning and politenefs will gain, and ‘whofe temper and 
conduct will fecure refpe&t. To him we will commit the en- 
tire charge of the others. 

We cannot perhaps expect a man of the above character 
to leave his country and his flock forever, and embark in an 
undertaking fo extenfive and arduous. But we will deem our- 
felves happy, if we can procure his fervices for a year or two. 
In that time he will be able to judge, with fome degree of pre- 
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cifion, of the talents, difpofition, and faithfulnefs of thofe une 
der his care—of the peculiar qualifications requifite in future 
miffionaries—and whether it be neceffary that another fuper- 
intendent fhall fucceed him. In that time the young men will 
be accuffomed to the climate and manners of the country, and 
we truft, will be furrounded with numbers of converts, wha 
will aid them by their countenance and prayers, and confirma 
them by their pious example, in their attachment to the fer- 
vice of God. 

Such of them as may wifh to return to this country, before 
the termination of their agreement with the. Societies, fhall be 
confidered as at full liberty to do fo, upon giving due previous 
information. 

The Societies are aware of the novelty and importance of 
their plan; but are perfuaded, that, upon due confideration, 
it will neither prove an encouragement to the idle, nor afford 
any countenance to the avaricious, If they wifh to feparate, 
for a time, a paftor from his flock, it is only to place him ina 
fituation where increafed diligence and activity are neceflary, 
If they open up to him a new fource of emolument, it is not 
intended that he fhould retain his former. Whatever income 
arifes from his congregation, fhal] be at their difpofal, and ap- 
propriated to the fole purpofe of providing an able and accept- 
able preacher to his people during his abfence. 

Such is our plan, brethren ; and if the love of gain has over- 
come the difficulties and dangers arifing from change of coun- 
try, fhall love to Jefus—fhall concern for fouls be lefs ftrong 
and operative? Shall the Chriftian world be unable to ftand 
a com — n with others, in point of difinterefted zeal and for- 
titude? We call upon thofe Minifters, Preachers and Teachers, 
whofe fphere of ufefulnefs may be limited by their local fitu- 
ation, or other caufes ; and whofe hearts glow with a defire of 
promoting the fpiritual intercfts of their fellow-men, to come 
forward and take part in this Miffion, The call of Providence 
is {trong ; the profpect of ufefulnefs is great. How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings ; that publifheth peace ; that bringeth good tidings of 
good ; ‘that publifheth falvation; that faith unto Zion, Thy 
God reigneth! “They who are wife fhall fhine as the bright- 
nefs of the firmament: and they that turn many to righteouf- 
nefs, as the ftars forever and ever.” ‘ Whefoever,” fays our 
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bleffed Lord, “ leaves houfe, or parents, or brethren, or wife, 
or child.en, for the kingdom of God’s fake, fhall receive ma- 
nifold more in this prefent time, and in the world to come life 
everlafting.”’ 
We earneftly requeft thofe who are inclined to aid us in 
the execution of our plan, to communicate their intentions to 
either of the Secretaries, who will give them a more detailed 
account of it, and the liberal encouragement held out by the 


Societies. | 
WaLtTeR BucHanan, Sec. Edinar. 


Of. 13, 1801 Joun Locxuart, Sec. Gla/gow. 








[ From the New-York Mifionary Magazine. | 
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NEW-YORK: MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


HE annual meeting of this Society was held on Tuefday 
the 6th of April laft. Some alterations in the Confti- 
tution, calculated to enlarge the refources of the Society ; to 
extend the {phere of its ufefulnefs ; and to furnifh the friends 
of miffionary exertions with an opportunity of contributing 
their aid with greater facility for the propagation of the Gofpel, 
among the Indian Tribes,were propofed by the Board of Direet- 
ors, and adopted by the Society, The Members then proceeded 
to the choice af Directors, tor the enfuing year; elected feveral 
new Members; and adjourned to meetat ten of the clock before 
noon, on Wednefday. At this adjourned meeting, the Prefidents 
of the London and Netherland Miffionary Societies, and of 
feveral other fimilar Affociations in the United States, were 
elected honorary Direétors ; and the Rev. John Williams was 
chofen by ballot, to preach the Annual Sermon on the firft 
Tuefday of April next, in the Baptift Church, Guld-ftreet. 
On Tuefday evening, an excellent and appropriate Sermon 
was delivered in the O!d Prefbyterian Church, toa large and 
attentive audience, by the Rev. Samuel Miller, from Habak- 
kuk ii. 3. “ For the vifion is yet for an appointed time, but at 


the end it fhall fseak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it 5 


becaufe it will furely come, it will not tarry.” This Difcourfe 
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has been publifhed: and the important matter contained in 
it ; the judicious arrangement of its parts; the vein of warm 
and unaitected piety, which runs through the whole; the per- 
fpicuity and fimplicity of its ftyle; the appofite reflections, 
the confolatory inferences drawn from the fubje&t; and the 
animating exhortations to the different claffles, compofing the 
numerous audience, render it highly valuable and interefting, 
and well deferving the careful perufal of all ranks of Chrifti- 
ans. After the conclufion of the Sermon, a liberal colleétion 
was made for the purpofes of the Society. 

The extenfive field of ufefulnefs opening to this Inftitution ; 
its paft operations, and future profpeéts ; the deftination and 
labours of the Miffionaries, Exhorters and Teachers employed, 
for the benevolent purpofe of evangelizing and civilizing the 
Heathen, on our borders, will be feen at large in the following 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS. 


BROUGHT, through the favour of a gracious Providence, 
to another Annual Meeting of this Inftitution, the Dire€tors 
beg leave to congratulate their brethren who compofe it, on 
the favourable afpect of the circumftances under which they 
convene,and to offer them their falutations in the Lord. Their 
records for the year paft furnifh much information that is both 
new and interefting, which they would now endeavour, with 
all convenient brevity, to lay before the Society. 

By their iaft annual report, they announced the fettelment 
of the Rev. Jofeph Bullen, and Deacon Ebenezer Rice, with 
their refpective families, in the Chickafaw country. The 
mild difpofition of thofe Indians, their confidence in Mr. Bul- 
len, the approved character of Mr. Rice, and the favourable 
reception which was given to both, promifed to the latter the 
fame degree of efteem which the former had conciliated, and 
raifed expeCtations of mutual ufefulnefs and fuccefs, which 
the Direétors are furry to ftate, have not been fully realized. 
In confequence of a mifunderftanding between Mr. Rice and 
the Indians, they conceived fo unfavourable an impreffion of 
him, as to produce a determinationon their part, that he fhould 
remove from their country. The details of this unpleafant 
affair cannot be fatisfactorily colleGted from either of the let- 
ters which relate toit. All that can be ftated at prefent, is, that 
Mr. Rice, after being permitted to remain long enough toar- 
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range his affairs, and provide for his journey, removed to 
Nathville, in the ftate of Tenneffee, where he ftill refided, at 
the date of his laft letter. Encumbered with a large family, 
and at fo great a diftance from his native country, it is, no 
doubt, a fuurce of keen diftrefs to be thus caft out. But it is 
pleafing to add, that his letter breathes a fpirit of firm depen- 
dence upon the promife of his God, and of fubmiffion to this 
unexpected allotment. A confolatory anfwer has been return- 
ed to his letter, and the payment of a draft of 293 dollars 34 
cents, drawn in his favour by Mr. Bullen, has, for the prefent, 
clofed the tranfactions of the Dire@tors with Mr. Rice. 

However difcouraging this occurrence may prove, all the 
accounts which have fince been received are fo favourable, 
that they forbid us either to abandon that miffion, or defpond 
of its fuccefs. Not having made as yet fuch proficiency in 
the Indian language as to difpenfe witb the aid of an interpre- 
ter, fome difficulty has arifen to Mr. Bullen from that fource. 
He has been under the neceffity of difcharging one for unfaith- 
fulnefs ; but another, more faithful, has been procured. The 
kindnefs he at firft experienced, continues without abatement. 
His addrefles are ftill] received with decent attention by all, 
and deep impreffions upon fome. Fourteen perfons, confift- 
ing of Indians, half-breeds and negroes, have already been 
baptized ; and, by late information received from him, it ap- 
pears that the number of profeffors is increafing. 

It may not be improper here to add, that the Chiefs of the ' 
Chickafaw tribe had, in the courfe of the year, made, through 
Mr. Bullen, an application for fome manufacturing imple- 
ments, for which they propofed to make payment on delivery, 
Unwilling to engage in any thing like traffic, and convinced 
that a compliance with this requeft might give rife to expec- 
tations which the funds of the Society could not realize, the 
Dire€tors thought it moft prudent to refufe it, and ftated, in 
a letter to Wolf's friend, and other Chiefs, fuch reafons as 
were beft calculated to reconcile them to the refufal. 

Among the north-weftern Indians, a ftill more flattering 
profpe& opens to the Society. Though accounts were pleafing 
at the date of the Jaft annual report, the intelligence which has 
fince been received greatly increafes the claims upon our gra- 
titude, and juftifies the elevation of hope, in which the miffion 
commenced, ‘I'wo days after the annual meeting, the Rev, 
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Elkanah Holmes returned to this city. The progrefs of his 
miffion, till that period; the affe&tionate addreff-s received 
from the Indians he had vifited, and the propofal by them to 
eftablifh two fchools, the one at Buffaloe Creek, the other at 
the Tufcarora Village, may be feen in the appendix to our 
laft publication, 

John Johnfon,a young Chief of the Seneca nation, entrufted 
to the Society for his education, came with Mr. Holmes. He 
has been placed under the tuition of Mr. M‘Gregor, teacher 
of the fchool under the care of the Affociate Reformed Church, 
where he is boarded at the rate of 182 dollars per annum, and 
educated without expence. His regular habits, the improve- 
ment of his time, and the affection which he will probably 
imbibe for the Society, promife great advantage to its defigns, 
when he fhall have returned to his tribe. 

Attached to the Indians by the kindnefs he had experienced, 
and moved, we truft, ftill more powerfully by compaffion for 
their fouls, Mr. Holmes expreffed a willingnefs to renew his 
miffion, and was again engaged upon the fame terms as before. 
Furnifhed with additionat inftru€tions for himfelf, and fpecial 
inftru@tions for Nicholas Cufick, the Tufcarora Indian whe 
was before employed as his interpreter, and now both as af- 
fiftant and interpreter ; having received, at the fame time, ad~ 
drefles for the Tufcarora, Senecas, Onondagos, Cayugas, 
Warriors at Abeel’s Town, and the Delaware nation, toge- 
ther with letters to the inhabitants of Buffaloe, to Captain 
Brandt, and the Moravian Miffion at Trench River, he fet 
out upon his miffion in the end of June laft. On his way he 
engaged, agreeably to the directions of the board, Silvanus 
Palmer, to teach the fchoo), which it was refolved to eftablifh 
at Buffaloe, and agreed to allow him, as a compenfation for 
his fervices, 250 dollars per annum, together with his board. 


He alfo,at his own difcretion, engaged for three months, John 


‘W antuchnaut, a principal man of the Muchheconnuch nationy. 
who {peaks feveral Indian languages, to teach reading and 
pfalmody among the Tufcaroras, at the rate of 10 dollars per 
month, befides travelling expences. The reafons affigned for 
this meafure were fo fatisfactory, that the board approved of 
it, and refolved to continue this man in their fervice. 
Towards the eftablifhment of the fchool at Buffaloe, Mr. 
Holmes received in this city, and on his journey, donations 
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amounting to about 190 dollars. Shortly after his arrival at 
that place, moft of the timber for the School-houfe was hewn, 
and immediatlely, on opening a fubfcription among the inha- 
bitants, 300 dollars were raifed. Owing, however, to ficknefs, 
which has prevailed among them, they have not, as yet, been 
able to finifh this building ; but the fchool has been taught by 
Mr. Paimer till the beginning of the laft winter, when it was. 
theught proper to fufpend it tl fpring. 

Cufick has been indefatigable. ‘The DireGtors have lately 
received from him a letter, written with his own hand. Con- 
fidering its author and contents, it is a communication both 
rare and yaluable. In it he breathes the fpirit of humble piety, 
Jaments the plague of his own heart, and exprefles deep folici- 
tude for the falvation of his fellow Indians, as well as lively 
gratitude to the Society for its efforts in fending them the 
Gofpel. He promifes, fhould he again be employed, to keep 
a more particular journal, to collect materials for making up 
an account of the prefent ftate of the Indians, as well as for a 
hiftory of the ancient tribes inhabiting this continent; and 
declares, with Chriftian triumph, that Sachariffa, Chief Sachem 
ef the Tufcaroras, has expreffed a defire to forfake all idula- 
try, and depend on the Gofpel for falvation. 

Through the inftruGtions of Wautuchnaut, the Tufcaroras 
have made very rapid progrefs in pfalmedy, and the elements 
of Englifh reading. A number of Indian boys regularly at- 
tended his inftruétions, and in the fpace of three months made 
fuch proficiency, as to read a little, and write a legible hand. 
A {pecimen of this writing has been tranfmitted to the board, 
and will be laid before the Society. 

Mott of the tribes for whom he had received addreffes, have 
been vifited by Mr. Holmes. From fome of them, anfwers, 
foliciting, in the moft earneft manner, a continuance of the 
Society’s labours, have been received. All feem defirous ta 
have the Gofpel preached, the means of education afforded, 
and the habits of civilized life introduced among them. Fore- 
moft among thefe are the Senecas, who never, till Mr. Holmes 
vifited them, would receive a miffionary. They informed 


him, that once before ene had been fent to them from Bofton; _ 


that through a fufpicion of his having come to tame them, in 
order to get their lands, they had rejeéted him ;- but declared 
that now they faw and lamented their folly. Recovering from 
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the prejudices they had imbibed againft education of every 
kind, they have exprefled their wifhes to adopt the habits of 
civilized life, to have a Church and a School-houfe ereéted 
among them, and folicited clothing for eight of their children, 
whoin they intend to fend to the {chool at Buffaloe. As the 
higheft teftimony of their refpeét that could be devifed, they 
have fent to the Society a belt of white Wampum, four feet 
in length, five inches broad, with a filver medal annexed, up- 
on which is engraved the arms of the United States. The 
dimenfions are thus particularly mentioned, becaufe by thefe 
the Indians eftimate the value of the pledge. 

The Tufcaroras in general liftened to the truth with refped, 
and not a few of them with deep emotion. Mr. Holmes has 
frequently obferved a confiderable number in tears while he 
was preaching. To this tribe, the miniftrations of the miffion- 
aries appear to have been in a peculiar manner profitable and 
acceptable. It has already been related that the Chief Sachem 
has renounced his idolatry, together with the feftivals and evil 
habits of the Indians. We may add, from recent informati- 
on, that he is refolved to perfevere in his refpe& for the Gof- 
pel. Through his influence over the tribe, they have, in 
folemn council, determined to receive the Gofpel, and, as is 
their manner, covenanted with the Society to liften to thofe 
who may be fent to preach it. Asa pledge of their fidelity 
to this contraét, the board has received from them a rich belt 
of Wampum. On one occafion, after they had pafled the 
greater part of a day in council, Mr. Holmes was requefted 
to preach to them ; he exprefled a fear that they might be fa- 
tigued ; but in a manner of {peaking peculiar to them, they 
replied that they were tired not to hear bim.* From their 
addrefs to the Society it appears that formerly they knew no 
difference of days, but fince the obligation to devotefome part 
of their time to the immediate fervice of God has been incul- 
cated upon them, they have refolved to obferve the Chriftian 
fabbath. When they have no one to inftruc them, the great- 
er p-rt aflemble on that day, and fing thé hymns which Cu- 
fick has taughtthem. — 

Sodeeply were they impreffed with the value of the Gofpel, 
that they commiffioned three of their Chiefs to vifit a branch 


* Meaning that they were fo anxious to hear him, that they were weary 
of waiting for that purpofe. 
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of their tribe, refiding in the fouthern part of the continent, 
and invite them to return home, in order to learn the way of 
falvation. Two of thefe, with an interpreter, have returned. 
In paffing through this city, they had a conference with the 
Diretors ; a conference as affecting as it is uncommon. The 
venerable Sanchariffa, the principal in this miffion, after ex 
prefling his gratitude to the Great Spirit for preferving him 
and his companions thus far on their journey, ftated, with ap- 
parent regret, that their brothers, for whom they had been 
fearching, had dwindled to a very fmall number, and that thefe 
were too poor to undertake the long and expenfive journey. 
His acknowledgments to the Society for affording his tribe the 
means of falvation, were made in a manner which evinced the 
fincerity of his gratitude; and while he deplored the ignorance 
and mifery of his red brothers, as well as the difficulties to 
which their benefactors muft be fubjected, se, with emotion 
unufual in an Indian, folicited the prayers of the Direétors, 
and urged them to patience and perfeverance in their efforts 
to make his people happy. After taking an affectionate leave 
of thefe Chiefs, with their interpreter, the board refolved, in 
confideration of the diftance and expence of the journey, to 
prefent them with 40 dollars, to help them on their way. 

In addition to this pleafing intelligence from Mr. Holmes, 
fome, not lefs pleafing, has been received in a letter from Mr. 
Jofeph Badger, Miffionary from the Conne€ticut Miffionary 
Society. It affords, in the Indians fouth-weft of Lake Erie, 
particularly the Shawanefe, {trong evidences of a cifpofition 
favourable to the reception of the Gofpel ; and contains an 
account of the converfion and baptifm of young Blue Jacket, 
under the miniftry of Mr. Hughs, of Ohio Prefbytery. 

It would be injuftice to our civil rulers not to mention be- 
fore we difmifs this part of the Report, that the Legiflature of 
this State, already diftinguifhed as the patrons of its literary 
interefts, have, by a Jate aét, extended this patronage to the 
promotion of religion and knowledge among the poor Indians. 
Fifteen hundred dollars have been appropriated to the erection 
of two buildings, for the purpofe of public worfhip and in- 
ftruction ; the one at the Seneca, the other at the Tufcarora. 
Village. When plans fo benevolent are fupported by fuch 
authority, there is every human probability that they will be 
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So far as the ‘correfpondence of the Directors furnifhes in* 
formation, cxe miffionary fpiri. ftill continues to increafe. E- 
vents which couid not be forefeen, and difficulties which were 
not contemplated, have occurred. In fome perfons a momentary 
defpondency has taken place; but the general refult appears to 
have been, a new direction, not an extinction of zeal ; greater 
wifdom in devifing miffions, more patience in conducting them, 
and a firmer dependence for their fuccefs upon the Lord of the 
harveft. Originating in a period unufually diftinguifhed by 
political agitations, and cherifhed, notwithftanding the preva- 
lence of loofe prisciples, more generally than has marked any 
period of the Chriftian world fince the zra of the reformation, 
this fingular foirit holds its fteady courfe, and promifes foon 
to effect what it firft prepofed, “ a general movement of the 
Church of Chrift upon earth.” | 

Wherever we turn our eyes, whether to the banks of the 
Indus, to the borders of the African defert, to the iflands of 
the South Sea, or to the American wildernefs, there is reafon 
to hope that the Lord of Hofts is about to be exalted ameng the 


heathen. 


Accounts, well calculated to confirm our hopes, have been 
received, in a letter figned by Mr. Carey, in behalf of the 
miffionaries in Bengal. A tranflation of the Gofpel of Mat- 
thew into the Bengalee language, accompanied this letter ; 
and in all probability the whole of the New Teftament is by 
this time printed, and may be read by the millions who inha- 
bit the immenfe regions of Hindoftan. Ina letter from the 
London Miffionary Society, accompanied by a volume of Ser- 
mons, and the report of their Dire€tors, the board is happy to 
learn that the Prefident of this Society is elected a Direétor of 
that refpe€table inftitution. 

A correfpondence has been commenced with the Conneéti- 
cut Miffionary Society, an eftablifliment promifing extenfive 
advantages to the miflionary caufe. | 

Another Society has lately been eftablifhed in Hainpfhire, 
in thé State of Maffachufetts, under the ftyle of the Hamp- 
fhire Miffionary Society ; and in confequence of a letter, re- 
quefting the advice, friendfhip, and co-operation of this Soct- 
ecy, a regular correfpondence with them has been eftablifhed. 

The Directors have alfo received and anfwered a communi- 





eation froma Mifionary Society lately-ere€ted in New-Jerfey. 
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The humble and exemplary Paul ftill continues to preach the 
Gofpel to the Indians on the eaft end of Long-Ifland. That 
he might be enabled to devote a greater proportion of his time 
to the Montauk Indians, than he could otherwife {pare from 
the cultivation of his ground, 20 dollats have been added to 
his falary. 

Among the laft communications received by the Directors, 
is a letter from the Prefident of the Miffionary Society of the 
United Brethren, dated Nazareth, in Pennfylvania, and ac- 
companied by feveral numbers of their “ Periodical Accounts.” 
Thofe patient, perfevering, indefatigable friends to Jefus and 
the perifhing heathen, have, in addition to the miffions long 
eftablifhed among the American Indians, lately commenced 
one in the Cherokee nation. 

In addition to the information now given, the Society will 
Jearn, with gratitude and joy, that a zeal for fpreading the 
Gofpel has lately fprung up among thofe of the Indians who 
have themfelves enjoyed its privileges. It is well known that 
a {mall congregation of this defcription has long been organ- 
ized at New-Stockbridge, and now flourifhes under the paf- 
toral care of the Rev. John Sergeant. Having experienced 
the miferies of the Pagan’s eondition, and perfuaded that he 
will hear, with more attention and confidence, the glorious 
truths of the Gofpel from one of his own colour, they have 
determined upon fending a delegation, to vifit every different 
tribe of their brethren, on this fide of the Miffiffippi, to en- 
quire into their difpoiition towards the Gofpel, to recommend 
a civilized life, remove their prejudices, prepare the way for 
miffionaries, inculcate peace and union among themfelves, and 
fhew them the vaft importance and benefit of colle&ting into 
towns, of cultivating the earth, and of perpetual friendfhip 
with the United States. Mr. Sergeant; who has furnifhed 
this information, has alfo, in the fame letter, made application 
to the Society for fome pecuniary aid, to procure the quantity 
of Wampum neceflary for an introduétion to fo many tribes, 
_ From the fuccefs which has attended every miffionary at- 
tempt of the Society, the profpeét is encouraging. Scarcely 
any of the difficulties, which ufually accompany {uch attempts 
have occurred. The poor heathen not only welcome, but-in 
the moft earneft manner folicit the republication of the glad 
tidings which had firft been proclaitaed by our miffionary. To 
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fatisfy their claims upon the Chriftian world, a much more 
extenfive plan of miffions is required. From various parts of 
the wildernefs, the cry for fpiritual affiftance is heard. 

But amid‘ thefe preffing cails, and thefe ftrong excitements 
to compaffion, the Dircétors are forry to report, that their 
funds, at no period of the inftitution adequate to its defigns, 
have, within the laft year, received no acceflions in proportion 
to its expenditures. For the payment of arrears due to the 
Jate treafurer, and other demands againft the Society, they 
have been under the neceffity of felling thirteen fhares in the 
New-York Infurance Company. 

It cannot be that the multitudes in this country who are 
conftrained by the love of Chrift, can receive this information 
with indifference, or refleét upon it without a united zeal to 
grantrelief. The precept and the promifes of their Mafter— 
the nature of their profeffion—the value of their privileges— 
the bafenefs of ingratitude to God, and of cruelty to the fouls 
of men, forbid the fuppofition. The undertaking in which 
we have engaged, is of fuch a nature, that we cannot defift 
from it ; and however frequent and large the demands to carry 
it on may be, none whofe love is unfeigned will grow weary 
of them, till the wilderne/s and the folitary place fhall be glad for 
them, and the defert fhall rejoice, and bloffom as the rofe. Mas 
XxXv. I. 

Signed in the name and by order of the Direétors, 


SAMUEL MILLER, Sec. Pro. Tem. 
New-York, April 6, 1502. 


PPP LF 


STATE OF THE FUNDS. 


The Committee appointed to audit the Treafurer’s Ac- 
count, report, that they have examined the fame, and found it 
right and accurate ; and that there remains a balance due from 
the Trealurer, this day, to the Miffionary Society, of one hun« 
dred and twenty-nine pounds, feven fhillings and nine pence. 

The Committee farther report, that there remains in the 
name of the Treafurer, twenty-two fhares of the ftock of the 
New-York Infurance Company, the property of the Society. 


LEONARD BLEECKER, 
Joun MILtLs, 


t Committee, 
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


Joun Ropcers, D. D. Prefdent. 

J. H Livinesron, D. D. Vice-Prefdent. 
Jeun Broome, Efq. Treafurer. 

Rev. J. M. Mason, Secretary. 

P, Wixson, LL. D. Clerk. 
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OTHER DIRECTORS, 


Wriiram Linn, D.D. 
Joun M‘Knicurt, D. D. 
Rev. J. N. ABEEL, 

Rev. SAMUEL MiLLER, 
Rev. Joun WiLLIAMS, 
Joun Bincuam, Efg. 
LEONARD BLEECHER, Efq, 
Geo. Linpsey, Efq. 
Mr. Roper tT GosMAN, 
Joun MIL~s, Efq. 
AnTHOonNY Post, Efq. 
Mr. Benj. EcBERT. 


The following gentlemen were, at the laff annual meeting, 
elected honorary Directors. 


The Prefident of the Northern Miffionary Society, in the 
State of New-York. 

The Prefident of the Conneéticut Miffionary Society. 

The Prefident of the Maffachufetts Miffionary Society. 

The Prefident of the Hampfhire Miffionary Society, in the 
State of Maflachufetts. | 

The Prefident of the Miffionary Society of New-Jerfey. 

The Prefident of the London Miffionary Society. 

The Prefident of the Netherland Miffionary Society. 


a > ad 


Donations to the Society will be thankfully received by 
Mr. Joun Broome, Treafurer, or by any of the Direétuis. 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE 
RELIGIOUS EXERCISES OF DAVID HUDSON. 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 


I WAS born of religious parents, and received an early edu- 

cation in the principles of religion, according to the Calvi~ 
niitic Prefbyterian plan profeffed in the ftate. Ata very early 
age I was taught the Affembly of Divines Catechifm, and 
made the Bible a great part of my reading. I was taught a 
very great reverence for divine revelation, and the ftri¢ct ob~ 
fervance of the Sabbath. 

Unfortunately for me, when I was about nine years of age, 
my father embraced the fentiments of the Baptifts, and made 
a public profeffion of their principles and worfhip. He then 
undertook to unlearn a part of the Catechifm, which relates 
to Baptifm, and taught his children, that although the Cate- 
chifm was true in the main, yet fome of the anfwers were 
utterly falfe. I had a brother of uncommon fagacity, about 
two years older than myfelf. This conduct of my father gave 
fuch a fhock to our tender minds, that he never regained his 
authority over us in the belief of any religious fentiment. 

Children naturally look up to their parents for inftrution. 
Their belief, in early life, is hereditary ; and it is an indifpen- 
fable duty in parents to be firm and confiftent in their inftruc- 
tions, and to do their duty without wavering. From this 
period of time we began to be fceptical, and difpute upon the 
reafunablenefs of the eternity of punifament, and divine fove- 
reignty, original fin, vicarious fufferings, &c. 

Our refpeét and reverence for the Bible, Catechifm, holy 
time and ordinances, gradually diminifhea till another more 
fevere fhock aflaulted us. 

When I was about fifteen years of age, my father quitted 
his Anabaptift fentiments, and embraced Quakerifm; he was 
naturally dogmatical, and his being very confident in three dif- 
ferent ways of thinking, naturally increafed my fufpicions of 
the truth of a// religion. I now felt a difpofition, if peffible, 
to difprove the truth of divine revelation; I thought the prin- 
ciple of felf-denial and mortifications unreafonable ; and as 
pleafure was the natural purfuit of every human being, I viewed 
every abridgement as a kind of monaftic penance, 
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At about the age of twenty-two years I read the Effays of 
Lord Kaimes, and was much pleafed to find any thing in his 
writings which operated againft the Mofaic accouni of the 
creation of the world. Soon after this, [ read Hume’s Effays, 
and drank deep of the poifon of that fubtle reafoner. I was 
pecul:arly pleafed with his Effay on Miraeles, and from this 
date [ was confirmed in infidelity. Hume took away all toun- 
dation, and left the belief of nothing. 

That artful fceptic flily undermined almoft all principles, 
and left nothing certain. I almoft doubted my very exiftence, 
and felt uncertain, whether all which I thought I faw, felt, or 
heard, was merely ideal, or whether I really exiited. Id fbe- 
lieved the exiftence of good or evil angels, the future ftate of 
retribution, &c. Upon the whole, 1 thought, I reafoned, that 
mankind came into the world with infant minds and bodies; 
that the mind and body acquired maturity together, and would 
probably perifh together. [ reafoned hard upon the very exift- 
ence of God, whether the beautiful creation was occafioned by 
the fortuitous effe& of chance. Upon the whole, I could not 
make myfelf an Atheift; the light of nature taught, that chence 
could not poffibly produce the order of nature: indeed the 
{mall knowledge which I had a iain in aftronomy and the 
ftudy of nature, and the wonderful works of God, naturally 
refer to an Almighty workman. Befides, a ftrong fenfe of 
accountability which I could not eradicate, and the defire of 
the foul for fomething which this world could not afford, ex- 
ceedingly perplexed me. 

In this very unconifortable ftate of mind I lived many years ; 
I tried hard to eftablifh myfelf in fome foundation which would 
fatisfy my own mind; and, upon the whole, I determined to 
live a moral life, and truft in the mercy of God for forgivenefs 
of the failings I might fall into. But this plan did not fatisfy 
me. I was not authorized, on my own principles, to truft in 
the mercy of God: human reafon fhewed me no way of re- 
conciliation with an angry God. Thefe thoughts, at times, 
gave me great trouble; but, however, I cou'd not think of 
abandoning my fceptical principles, if an utter doubt of every 
principle can with propriety be called principles. 

{ felt, or thouzht I felt myfelf an exceeding great friend 
to my country, and I really thought all religien a barbaroys 
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mummery, and believed it to confit entirely of a mixturé of 
fuperftition and enthufiafm, and, on that ground, I heartily 
wifhed my country clear from the impofition. [I was muctt 
pleafed when informed that the enlightened French hid burnt 
their Bibles, and abolifhed the Sabbach; and entertained great 
hopes of feeing miankind completely good and happy, under 
the guidance of pure and illuminated reafon. 

I was greatly confirmed in thefe fentiments, by comparing 
myfelf with many profeffing Chriftians, and I felt a degree of 
triumph, that my moral character was better, far better than 
fome of theirs ; I lived upon their failings and immoralities. 

In this temper of mind, I could read with pleafure,Volney, 
Bolingbroke, the Oracles of Reafon, the vile blackguardifm 
of Thomas Paine, or the more uncandid and difingenucus 
fquibs of Boulinger. I now meant to hold and keep my 
ground, valued myfelf on my abilities to argue againft revela- 
tion, and did not defign any event of Providence fhould move 
me. 

f now waited the event with anxiety, expecting to behold, 
in the French nation, an example of morality, far exceeding 
any thing of the kind which had hitherto happened, and was a 
little d:fa»pointed to find fome of their conduct exceptionable; 
but I endeavoured to excufe them by the plea of neceflity: but 
how were my feelings fhocked at their condué in the fequel ! 
Language faints in the defcription ! The powers of rhetoric 
fail in accounting their enormities ! Compared with fome of 
their leaders, a Nero appears a faint, or a Cataline immacu- 
Jate! The nation at large is funk into the loweft imaginable 
degree of vice, and their cnormities almof exceed belief. 

I was fo exceedingly fhocked at this difappointment, that 
before I was aware, | found mvfelf (if 1 may ufe the expref- 
fion) a Political Christian! I fincerely lamented that I had 
ever ufed my influence to bring tae Chrittian religion into 
difrepute, becaufe I fully believed mankind could not be go- 
werned, or even civilized without it. I had fcarcely opened 
my Bible for 20 years: I now began to look into it again, to 
examine whether the principles of Chriftianity were of that 
intrinfic excellence, that mankind muft be governed by its 
precepts or not at all. 

‘My knowledge of hiftory and geography convinced me, that 
where Chriftianity was nct known, the human race were 
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completely wretched, and that where its precepts were moft 
regarded, and Chriftianity practifed in its greateft purity, the 
condition of mankind was moft ameliorated, and that every 
intermediate ttate of happinefs which mankind enjoyed, was 
in a pretty exadt ratio to the degree of genuine Chiiftianity 
which was profefled and practifed. 

Thefe being the real facts, from whence is the caufe, of thefe 
things? Isit not fair and juft to afcribe the reafon to the 
fuperior excellence of Chriftianity itfelf ? 

The tranfition from policical Chriftianity to what is called 
fpeculative Chriftianity is fhort and eafy. 1 now called to the 
bar of mature reafon the evidences of Chriftianity, which I 
had formerly but very partially examined, and that at a very 
early period of life; and upon a re-examination, I found I 
could not poffibly account for the exiftence of the Jewifh 1a 
tion in its prefent divided ftate, fcattered over the whole earth, 
upon any rational principles. Lt appeared without a parallel 
in hiftory, and it is undoubtedly much of the nature of a ftand- 
ing miracle in fupport of divine revelation. There are other 
external evidences of great weight, but this appeared the moft 
formidable—it being an argument which I never did, or could 
difprove to my own fatisfa&tion. I now found myfelf in a 
fituation I had not experienced fince my very childhood; I 
mean a fpeculative faith; and was aftonifhed how mankind, 
profeffing to believe in the Bible, could poffibly aét fo exceed- 
ingly inconfiftent with themfelves. The truth of the Gofpel 
appeared all-important, and well deferving the immediate at- 
tention of every reafonable being ; and yet mankind, profeffing 
to believe thofe truths, were as ftupid and unconcerned as if 
they expeéted to continue in this world forever. 

Thefe feelings operated powerfully on my mind in the 
courfe of the fummer of 1798. But I had not long time to 
ftand amazed at the conduét of others. I foon found myfelf 
acting the inconfiftent part which I inwardly fo much cen- 
fured in others. I felt an heavy weight of guilt accumulating 
upon me, for which I faw no forgivenefs. I had fpoken fo 
many fevere things and blafphemies againft the Gofpel, againfk 
Jefus Chrift, againft the operations of the Spirit, and again 
divine revelation, that there appeared for me no mercy. In 
the Autumn of 1798, my conviction increafed upon me ; but 
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as [ had formerly treated fuch feelings with ridicule, my pridé 
would not permit me to unburthen my foul to any perfon liv= 
ing. I hated company, but when in it [ endeavoured to appear 
cheerful, and took pains to deceive the world. I felt a great 
defire to pray to God for his affiftance and mercy, but | had 
been fuch a great finner, that I felt as if it would be a grofs 
picce of effrontery to addrefs my Maker. I thought it would 
be a great privilege, if 1 could feel a freedom to ejaculate the 
{liort prayer of the publican, “God be merciful to me a finner.”* 
In ths ftate of defpair I continued fome time, unti] my feelings 
became fo powerful, that one evening [ unburthened myfelf 
to the Rev. Mr, Hooker, and in a few words to'd him my fi- 

tuation, which gave me a litle relief. [ now had to contend 
with aformidable enemy, namely the pride «nd haughtinefs of 
my own heart. I felt it my indifpenfable duty immediately 
to begin a religious life: I felt fome freedom in fecret prayer, 
and at times a fmall ray of hope would penetrate the gloomy 
darknefs. I felt a great defire to pray in my family, and to 
teach and inftruét my children; but the crofs was too great. 
I diftrufted my ability to make a prayer which would be ac- 
cepiable to God, or decent and proper before my family. I 
confidered a formal one as mere mockery, and would, undoubt- 
edly, be an “ abomination in the fight of the Lord,” and I 
thought likewife that 1t would be much better not to make 
the attempt, than to begin and not perfevere ; but, above all, 

my pride was wounded: J had lived a long time in the open 
profeffion of infidelity, and could not willingly meet the {cc ffs 
of all my ne‘ghbours and acquaintance, who I expeéted would 
call nie a turncoat’, a fuol, or an enthuiiaft : indeed, “the fear 
of man, which brinceth afnare;’’ reftrained me for nical from 
coming openly for ward in fo unpopular a thing as experimental 
relizion. In the midft of thefe cagitations, I, like Jonah of 
old, ier a d~fien of fleeing from the prokence of the Lord, 

and removing myielf to the folitary wilds of the Connecticut 
weftern referve, and there commence a life of religion, where 
my former way of thinking was unknown; and I conceived 
the crofs wou'd be much lefs there, than to confefs Chri in 
this place. I-had a number of times determined on fome par- 
ticular time when I would commence family religion, but the 
zbove reafons deterred me.  Suill, however, (although I en- 
yoyed fome fiecdom in lecret prayer,) the burden of guilt in- 
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ereafed ; I felt my defire ftill continue to inftru& my children 
to pray, but felt myfelfin an awkward fituation in attempting 
to inftrué them in what they never faw me praétife. I now 
found that it was almoft as eafy for the Ethiopian to change 
his fkin, or the leopard his fpots, as for one who had got ha- 
bits of evil fixed to learn to do well. I lamented exceedingly 
the hardnefs of my heart, and mourned, in vain, the lofs of 
thofe days of childhood wherein my mind was tender, and 
feelings fufceptible of religious imprefiions. 

The confcioufnefs of being entirely alone added to the 
weight of my feelings and the darknefs of the gloom. I felt 
hedged in onevery fide. My own morality forfook me: my 
righteoufnefs appeared to me as filthy rags. | faw and realiz- 
ed myfelf as the chief of finners. I had lived to the meridian 
of life in a moft decided oppofiiion to God, and had exerted 
my feeble influence entirely on the fide of the grand adverfary. 
I felt the wonderful goodnefs and condefcenfion of God, in 
fending his fon to die, the juft for the unjuft ; and yet my 
heart was fo proud I could not fubmit to his government, and 
acknowledge him before men, or even engage in focial prayer, 
for the vile fear of man which bringeth a {nare. 

After much earneft, humble entreaty with God in private, 
for his grace and affiftance to perfcrm all my Chriftian duties 
aright, and for perfeverance therein, (thanks to God who giv- 
eth us the victory through our Lord Jefus Chrift,) I com- 
menced family worfhip, and I think I may fay, that in the firft 
attempt at foctal prayer in my family, I found that peace 
which pafleth underftanding ; a peace which the world cannot 
give nor take away, which was exceedingly refrefhing indeed, 
after fo long and tedious a night of gloomy fear and darknefs. 
I moft earneftly entreated tie Almighty for his {pirit to guide 
me into all truth, and I had a ftrong faith that my prayers 
were well pleafing to God, as the humble petition of the pro- 
digal is reprefented in the parable, who, while he was yet a 
great way off, the Father had compaffion on him, and ran and 
fell on his neck and kiffed him.”? Indeed the whole parable 
appeared to be ftriftly annlicable to my cafe. I immediately 
fat down to breakfaft with my family, admiring ia my heart 
the goodnefs of God in giving juch undeferved and unexpeét- 
ed comfort and ferenity of — ; my thoughts turned on the 
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dependence of my children, who came round my table lifping 
their wants; and feeling for them as I did for myfelf, the fol- 
lowi»g text came fo to my mind as very deeply to aff-& me. 
“¢ Tf ye, being evil, know how to give good gifis unto your chil- 
dren, how much more fhall your heavenly Father bestow the Holy 
Spirit to them that afk him.” 1 immediately felt ftrong in the 
L :rd, and 10 the power of bis might, and felt as if I could 
hardly torgive myfelf the very idea of being afhamed of the 
crofs. I felt my inclinations and defires entirely changed. I 
wanted all my neighbours to partake with me of the waters of 
life. I wanted them to cry out with me in the words of the 
Pfalmift, “ Oh, that men would praife the Lord for his good- 
nefs, and for his wonderful works to the children of men.”” I 
did not want now to flee five hundred miles into the wilder~ 
nefs to confefs Chrift in private; bur I had an ardent defire, 
that as far as my deifm had been pullifhed, my recantation 
might be known. ‘“ Glory to God in the higheft, peace on 


earth, and goud will to men, 
DAVID HUDSON. 
Gofhen (Conneéticut) April 8th, 1803, 
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A NARRATIVE 
| Of the Revival of Religion in Logan county, &&c. 


Continued trom page 1°3.] 

f T Shiloh Sacrament, a certain old lady collected all her 
children on Sabbath evening, and ordered them to go 
howic, left they fhould fall down and cry out, or behave like 
fome others. The young people wifhed to ftay, but fhe for- 
ced chem away. As foon as fhe got home fhe was powerfully 
ftruck with conviction ; and her bodily ttrength was fo over- 
come, that fhe could not rife from her bed that night, nor the 
next day. On M :nday the fent all her children to meeting, 
and lay herfelf, weeping aud groantng in great diftrefs. Ever 
fince fhe has been folemnly exercifed, but has not yet obtained 

deliverance. , 
By reafon of the multitudes who attended at all thefe folemn 
occalions, the work has fpread to a vaft diftance, into almoft 
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every fettlement in the Cumberland and Green-River coun 
try; which affords a hopeful profpeét to the Chuich. 

The narrative of the revival which I fent you laft Septem- 
ber, together with what I have now wrote, contains as.exact 
an account of the whole work, from the year 1797 to the pre 
fent time, as I can write. ‘I Miall embrace every opportunity 
to fend you an account of its progrefs, fo long as the Lord. 
fhall be pleafed to continue it among us. 

In the mean time, dear Sir, remember the ftate of thefe in- 
fant Churches at a Throne of Grace. Tell all my Chriftian 
friends, and all your praying people, when they get near to 
God, to pray for me and my congregations in particular, and 
for all the rifing Churches in this land. 


I remain your friend and fon in the Gofpel of Chrift, 


JAMES M‘GREADY. 
Logan County, January the 14th, 1801. 
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Logan County, Kentucky, July the 26th, 1803. 


I HAVE the happinefs to inform you, that the Lord is yet 
doing wonders in our country. Sucha biefled time as we 
have had thefe years paft, | never faw nor heard of before, eo 
The blefled work of God goes on with rapidity, and continues en 
to overfpread our country. Oppofers feem thunderftruck and oh 
confounded. Our public meetings and focieties in general ane & 
are favoured with the vifible tokens of God’s power and pre- i ae 
feace—But our Sacramental occafions are days of the Son of. AG 
Man indeed, and are ufually marked with the vifible footfteps ie 
of Jehovah's majefty and glory. On the firft Sabbath of June Sag 
{ adminiftered the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at Reds ap a 
river, affifted by Meffrs. Hodge, M*Gee,and Rankin. I think he 
this was, in fome refpeéts, one of the greateft feafons of divine ie 
power we ever faw. We have reafon to believe, that about be a 
twenty perfons were favingly converted during this occafion, +o ee 
which was by no means equal to the number of converfions me 
which has attended fome of our Sacraments ;—but what ren- 
dered the occafion moft remarkable was, the extraordinary 
manifeftation of God’s gracious, life-giving prefence to his 
own people. So many fouls happy in the love of God, I never 
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faw upon earth before. The exercife at the tables was indeed 
a heaven upon earth. Chriftians at the tables, almoft univer- 
fally, from firft to laft, were fo filled with joy unfpeakable, and 
full of glory, that they might, with propriety, be compared to 
botties filled with new wine. With many it appeared, that 
if their views of the divine glory had been any greater, they 
muft have funk under the weight. But 1 can give you no 
fuitable defcription of it, neither could you form an adequate 
idea of it, unlefs you had been prefent. 

On the Sabbath after, I affifted the Rev. Mr. Tamplin, at 
the adminiftration of the Sacrament, about 80 miles from this, 
near the mouth of Cumberland river, in a place where our 
bleffed revival had never reached. Nothing remarkable took 
place until Sabbath evening. After the tables were ferved, I 
preached a fhort fermon, in the clofe of which a few perfons 
cried out in bitter diftrefs, and a great number were in a flood 
of tears ; feveral fell down under hard convidtions : the gene- 
ral cry was, What fhall we do to be faved? ‘The majority of 
the people remained at the meeting-houfe until midnight. One 
perfon only obtained religion that night. About fun-down 
an old finner ftarted homewards, curfing the work. When he 
had gone about half a mile, he told one of his companions that 
he would turn back, and fpend the night with fome of the wo- 
men in the woods. Accordingly he came back ; but he was 
not there more than five minutes, until he was ftruck down 
under keen convictions, and made to cry for mercy. Since 
that time a very general attention to religion has prevailed in 
that congregation, and feveral perfons have been hopefully 
converted. | 

The Sabbath week after, when I was at Red river, the con- 
gregation that lies moft diftant from my dwelling, the Lord 
gracioufly vifited my little family athome. My wife and my 
little children, and a pious little girl that was boarding with 
us, going to fchool, were all that were at home. My little 

irls and the other girl went out to the woods to pray toge- 
ther, and the Lord gracioufly met with them. My two eldeft 
had much clearer and brighter views of the glory of God in 
Chrift, and the fweet plan of falvation, than they ever had 
before ; and my third little daughter, now in her 6th year, 
was ftruck down under the moft pungent convictions, crying 
for mercy ; while my two other little girls {pent the greater 
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part of the day—fometimes praifing Gd, and telling the fweee 
beauties they faw in Jefus—fometimes talking to their little 
fitter in dift.efs ; encouraging her to feek and ftrive ; telling 
her of the fufficiency and willingnefs of Chrift to fave her ; 
and fome times praying over her. At length they went out 
again to the woods to pray; at which time I truft the Lord 
manifefted himfelf to my third daughter, and delivered her 
foul. ‘Then they all rejoiced together, and often cried out 
that their fouls were happy, but that they would feel a great 
deal happier, if their two younger fifters had religion. They 
had two little fifters yet out of Chrift—O if they had religion, 
then they would feel as happy as they could feel. Perhaps a 
week or ten days after this, my third daughter came in one 
evening from her prayers, and fell acrofs my knees, and cried 
bitterly tor perhaps the fpace of an hour. I afked her what 
ailed her? But fhe made me no anfwer. I afked her if fhe 
was afraid of going to Hell? No; fhe faid the was always 
afraid of going to Hell, until that Sunday ; but fhe was never 
afraid of going to Hell fince. I afked her, if fhe loved the 
Lord Jefus Chrift? She faid fhe never loved Jefus until that 
Sunday; but fhe knew fhe now loved him. I afked her, 
what was it then that made her cry ? Oh! fays fhe, my poor 
uncie has no religion, and if he dies he will goto Hell. Dear 
Sir, I thank the Lord that ever I had achild. O that I could 
feel gratitude to God for what he has done for me—At pre- 
fent [ have a good hope that three of my children, out of five, 
are favingly in Chrift, 

Laft Sabbath I affited Mr. Rankin to adminifter the Sa- 
crament at Gafper river, with Meffrs. Hodge and M‘Gee, 
This wasa moft glorious feafon of the out-pouring of the Spi- 
rit of God. Gad’s people were feafted on the hidden manna, 
and partook of the very foretaftes of immortal glory—ftubborn 
finners, in large numbers, were ftruck down by the almighty 
power of God, and brought to plead and cry for mercy, and 
an happy number, between 25 and 30 perfons, I hope favingly 
brought to Chrift. 

In the Cumberland fetrlements, in the ftate of Tenneflee, 
the work goes on—Chrift is there riding triumphant and glo- 
rious in the chariot of the Gofpel, and bowing finners in - 
numbers at his feet. Meffis. Hodge and M‘Gee told me, that 
there is fcarcely a fermon or fociety in their congregations, 
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but lefs or more apparently get religion. In the old fettle. 
ments of Kentucky, God is ft:ll do'ng wonders. T lately re- 
ce ved a letter from the Rev. Mr. Stone, of Bourbon county, 
in which he informed me, that the work of God prevails in his 
congregations, and in all the adjacent Churches. Some ftrik. 
ing mittances, which he mentioned in his letter, I will juft 
tranferibe for vour fatisfaction.-A gentleman from New. 
Enzland, on bis way to this countryhad heard of “he work among 
the people. Immediately after croffing the Ohio, and entering 
this ftate, he oppoted the work as yet net feen. He came on 
oppofing until he came into our parts—-He ftopt to breakfaft 
-—The people of the houfe were talking with one another of 
an extraordinary fociety the night before —- The gentleman at- 
tended, and at length pronounced it the work of the Devi! 
He went away, but had not gone half a mile before, Saul like, 
he tel] upon the road; and there he lay until he found Chrift 
-—then, calling in at every houfe as he pafled along, preached 
Chrift to all he faw. Another inftance, not far trom us :—~A 
company met one evening for a ball. While waiting for the 
fiddler, one of them grew uneafy, and propofed to his compa- 
nions to go home. ‘T’he company found out his uneafinefs, 
and in contempt of religion began to fing an hymn to him. In 
time of finging, three or four were ftruck down, and began to 
pray in earneft. ‘They continued almoft all night, and of 40 
whe were there, 27 were ftruck down. So ended their frolick, 
From the ftate of North-Carolina, we have the moft glori- 
ous news. Hundreds and thoufands are falling before Chrift’s 
two-edged fword, and his conquefts are reaching over the 
ftate. By the lateft accounts we hear, that the flame has 
reached South-Carolina, and is going on with rapid progrefs. 
I would juft mention, for the comfort of God’s people in your 
country, that I never knew a revival with fewer inftances of 
eceptions or delufive hopes. It is truly aftonifhing to find 
thofe who are delivered from their burden of guilt and diftrefs, 
to be the fubjects of fuch clear, rational, {criptural views of 
the Gofpel fcheme of falvation, and the nature of Chrift’s fa- 
tisfaction to the law and juftice, and his willingnefs to fave 
uilty,loft finners. It is a common cafe, for illiterate Negroes, 
and little children of §, 6, 7 and 8 years old, when they get 
their firft comforts, to fpeak of their views of the mediatorial 
glosies of Chirift ; his fulnefs, fuitablenefs and {ufficiency to 
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fave to the uttermoft ; their views of the holinefs of God, and 


the purity of the divine law, and fuch like fubjects, with an 


eloquence and pathos that would not difgrace a preacher of 
the Gofpel. | 

I would further add, we have but few inftances of apoftacy 
fince our bleffed revival began. It is true there are many in- 
ftances of perfons being alarmed, and fometimes ftruck down 
und>r deep convictions, who have grown carelefs again; but the 
inftances are very rare, of perfons who have profefied to have 
obtained real religion, going back again. I fcarcely know of 
any who have given us a comfortable account of an experience 
of grace, and have been admitted to the privileges of the 
Church, who have given fufficient grounds to call their reli- 
gion in queftion. 

Innumerable inftances we have of thofe, who four or five 
years ago were drunkards, dancers, Sabbath-breakers, Deifts, 
é&c. &c. who are now humble, praying, fober, temperate Chrif- 
tians. I think it is evident to a demonftration, that nene but 
the infinite God could produce the effects which have follows 
ed this work. 3 

Since writing the above, I affifted Mr. M‘Gee at the Sa- 
crament in the Ridge congregation, in Tenneflee. This occa- 
fion, in fome refpects, exceeded any thing I ever faw before. 
There were upwards of five hundred communicants; and at 
the tables, through the evening, and during the greater part 
of the night, the people of God were fo filled with fuch exta- 
tic raptures of divine joy and comfort, that I could compare 
it to nothing elfe than the New Jferufalem coming down from 
heaven to earth. Atthe fame time, convi€ton and converfion- 
work was going on with God-like power. One aftonifhin 
wonder took place that night, viz. the converfion of a little 
girl of three years old, who appeared to give good evidence 
of a faving work of grace upon her foul. Monday night was 
One of the moft folemn feafons that ever I faw. Through the 
vaft multitude the ground was every where ftrewed over with 
finners ftruck down in awful convictions, crying out for mercy. 
I cannot eafily afcertain the number who gave evidence of ob- 


taining religion at this gccafion ; but it muft be confiderable, 
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Rev. JAMES HALL’s LET'TER ro rue Rev. Dr. KEITH, 
[ Concluded from page 148.] 


“ ANY receive comfort in a fhort time after they are 

ftruck down—-others rife without comfort, and cons 
tiiuc uader deep convictions, Some I have known ftruck 
down as many as five or fix different times, before they ob- 
tained any comfortable views ; and fome of thefe are yet with- 
out them. 

“ Some I have known to be ftruck fpeechlefs and motionlefs 
for eight hours; except that towards the laft they would ptay 
whifpering, and then rife in triumph. Others are not fo much 
affected in body, but fall with cries for mercy ; and thus I have 
known fome continue not more than two minutes before they 
would rife up in raptures of joy, and I may fay, with angelic 
countenances. Others would labeur for many hours; and by 
attending clofely to their exercifes, you might perceive what 
appears to be the Spirit’s ufual method in bringing fouls to 
Chrift. After the farft fhock, the exercife which {ucceeds is 
rather pleading themfelves away from the benefits of the co- 
venant of grace. Then the cry of all who {peak is—“ Oh the 
hardnefs of my heart !”? Then “ my unbclief!’? Then they 
have gleams of hope from the Gofpel ; then clearer views of 
the Saviour, but far off: then the moft tender, humble, and 
pathetic pleadings, fuch as—“ O bleffed Jefus, what a fweet 
and amiable Saviour art thou! O come a little nearer, a little 
nearer ! O for one grain of faith !”” &c. &c. To thefe identi- 
cal words, and thoufands fimilar, I have been witnefs. When 
comfort is received, they lie filent for fome time. Then they 
begin in whifpers—-“ Glory, glory to God!”’ Strength and 
vigour are immediately reftored to the body, which juft before 
was faint and feeble with violent agonies, and fore and incef- 
fant outcries for many hours. Some then rife with low, hum- 
ble and fervent expreffions of thankfulnefs and praife to God, 
for his mercy and goodnefs. Others break all bounds with 
ecftacies, and raptures of joy and praife. Many of thefe are 
{truck down fometime afterwards; and fuch I have heard 
thanking God, even in their diftrefsfor that humbling ftroke—+ 
as they then faw that they had been too high-minded, Some 
of thefe have their comforts reftorec, and others rife and con» 


tinue in darknefs. 
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«© The work does not appear to be confufed to thofe who are 
affected in this unufual manner. From my acquaintance and 
obfervation, I am led to believe, that there may be five, (per- 
haps double that number) who are affected in the ufual way, 
for one that is affeéted in the extraordinary manner above de- 
fcribed. Many of thefe, I hope, have a right to comfort, al- 
though they dare not take it, becaufe they are not fo deeply 
affeéted as others. In fuch cafes 1 do not choofe to commu- 
nicate my opinion to them; but leave it with God to make 
to them the difcovery. Far am I alfo from thinking, that all 
who have fuch floods of joy will prove permanent Chriftians, 
The parable of the fower checks my hopes on that fubjeé, 
But, at the fame time, I am perfuaded, that many of them will 
perfevere to the obtaining of everlafting life. 

‘© My dear Sir, long as my letter is, 1 am only in the intro- 
duétion. A quire of paper written with much more accuracy 
than the above, would give but a feeble idea of the work. 

“ We have appointed another general meeting about forty 
miles north of Salfbury, on the fecond Sabbath of May; the ex- 
ercifes to begin on the preceding Friday. It is to be the mid- 
dle ground between the Prefbyteries of Orange and Concord, 
and the members of both are to attend. Would it be pradi- 
cable for you or your colleague to attend ? 

“ Let this be confidered as one epiftle common to yourfelf, 
Dr. Hollingfhead,and Rev. Meffrs. Adams, Price, and M‘El- 
henny, as it is out of my power to write feparately to any of 
them. This I have written chiefly in the night, and under 
much bodily indifpofition, and have no time for tranfcribing 
or correcting it. Yet you are at liberty to make what ufe duty 
and prudence may diétate of its contents. 

“ T am, Rev. Sir, 
“ Your affe&tionate friend, 
‘© And fellow-labourer in the Gofpel, 


“« JAMES HALL.” 
Rev. Dr. Isaac I. Keiru, 


P.S. The work goes on rapidly, efpecially in praying foci- 
cties ; and this day three weeks the work broke out like fire, 
for the firft time, in Mr. Davis’s church, in Lincoln county. 
This took place at the clofe of a communion, and twenty- 
three perfons fell down before they left the houfe, 
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Waxhaw, Lancafter DiftriSt, South-Carolina, April 3, r8oa, 
Rev. Sir, 


ec HE Rev. James Hall, in a letter addreffed to Dr. 

| Keith, which he intends as a common epiftle to the 
clerg)men in your vicinity, has given an account of the now 
fpreading revival of religion in North-Carolina, down to the 
meeting at the Crofs-Roads, thirty miles above Charlotte, 
Permit me to inform you, that another general meéting has 
been held fince Mr. Hall wrote as above ; aid he has enjoined 
it on me to give you an account of it. The tatk I undertake 
with cheerfulnefs, as I had intended to write to you before I 
received the exprefs injuCtion from Mr. Hall. 

“ The meeting, according to an appointment made at the 
clofe of the preceding one, commenced on Friday the 27th of 
March, at New-Providence Church, (Mr. Wallis’s charge) 
in Mecklenburgh county, North-Carolina, about twelve miles 
to the S. E. of Charlotte, and fomething more than feventy 
miles North of Campden. The encampment was a beautiful 
mount, of eafy afcent in every direétion, and more than half 
furrounded by a little chryftal ftream, which afforded a fuffici- 
ency of water for the people and horfes. It was clothed with 
a thick growth of large and lofty oaken timber, with very lit- 
tle under-growth. The people began to collc@ early on Fri- 
day thorning to pitch their tents, and cut wood for fuel. This 
mount, in the morning a lovely grove, was by three o’clock 
{tripped of its fturdy oaks, and became the temporary refidence 
of thoufands of the worfh.ppers of the moft high God; and 
was now overfpread with covered waggons and ftretched tents, 
arranged in tolerable regular lines of encampment. About 
this time the noife of axes and crafhing of falling timber began 
to abate, and the people thronged around a fcaffold which was 
erected in the centre of the camp, from which the minifters 
were to addrefs the people. 

“ Public fervice began under the moft favourable aufpices. 
The horizon was overcaft with a light cloud. A holy fervour 
clowed in the faces of the miniiters, and a grave folemnity 
feated itfelf on the countenances of the people. A loud and 
lofty fong of praife, {welled by the united voices of this aflem- 
bled hoft, feemed to reverberate from the neighbouring hills 
aad pierce the opening fkics. This was fucceeded by a fhort 
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but fervent prayer; and fermon was introduced with this ex- 
preffive thought“ Surely this is the houfe of God, this is 
the gate of heaven!”’ A great folemnity prevailed ; but there 
were no extraordinary appearances during the fervices of the 
day. 

« After public worfhip, the people retired to their tents, to 
take fome refrefhment. The minifters, who were feventeen in 
number, attended in the evening, and throughout the greater 
part of the night, at the feveral tents, for finging, prayer and 
exhortation. The novelty of the fcene, and the fervour of de- 
votion, which feemed to be kindled up in almoft every mind, 
fo arrelted the attention of the multitude, that but few in this 
affembly clofed their eyes in fleep during the whole of this 
memorable night. 

“ Three nerfons were made the fubjects of the extraordi- 
nary work on Saturday morning, before public fervice began. 
Several perfons were ftricken at the clcfe of the forenoon fer- 
mons 3 more in the evening, and many throughout the night. 
There were conftantly fome perfons in exercife, as it is called, 
from the time the work began on Saturday morning, until the 
rife of the meeting. ‘Two aéticn-fermons were preached on 
the Sabbath morning. The Sacrament was adminiftered in 
the midit of the camp, with great folemnity, and without noife 
er difturbance, to about five hundred perfons. ‘Three were 
preaching at different places in the camp, during the admini-~ 
{tration ; and two others preached in the afternoon. A great 
number were ftricken down, under exhortations and prayers, 
during the night. On Monday morning the work began early, 
and continued, with increafing rapidity, until about twelve 
o’clock. At this time, I fuppofe, there were about one bun- 
dred perfons down on the ground, the greater part of whom 
were fhouting aloud, and many of them in the moft earneft 
manner, entreating for mercy. About forty fell at one inftant, 
while Mr, Halli was at prayer on the feaffold. “The work con- 
tinued until the aflembly difperfed on Tuefday morning. 

“There were at this meeting one hundred and fixty wage 
gons; chairs, and other carriages were numerous; but I do 


‘not know that their number was afcertained. It is dificult 


to guefs at the number of perfons with any tolerable degree 
of certainty. Calculations were made on this plan—fuppofe 
fo much ground covered, and allow four f{quare feet to each 
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individual. It is thought, by fome, that there might be about 
five thoufand, and I do net think the account too iy It is 
ftill more difficult to fay any thing refpecting the number of 
perfons ftricken. Befide thofe affected at the places of preach- 

ing, many were taken in their tents, many more in their wag- 
gons, and a great many in the woods, while at prayer, and 
fome on their way going home. 

“‘T have had the pleafure of attending at two of thefe famed 
campaigns. They exhibit to the mind a fcene truly auguft and 
folemn; and efpecially in the night feafon. When the fires 
are lighted up, the whole camp becomes illuminated, and the 
rays of light are beautifully refle&ted from the tents, which are 
generally of white cloth, and from the remaining trees. The 
folemn founds which addrefs the ear, are truly interefting to 
the feelings of a tender mind. Lofty fongs of praife—pathetic 
prayers—folemn exhortations—fhrieks of keen diftrefs—loud 
cries for mercy—thouts of “ Glory”—and the moft exalted 
expreffions of boundlefs joy, may at times be heard from almoft 
every quarter of the encampment; and all this with as little 
confufion and difturbance, as the people of a city purfue their 
Various occupations in the bufy fcenes of life. 

“ In thofe affemblies a pious perfon feels himfelf in a very 
folemn fituation. In the immediate prefence of the adorable 
Jehovah, in the prefence of that God, whofe temple is all fpace, 
the befpanzled heavens his canopy, the wide extended earth 
his pew, and all intelligence his fellow-worfhippers. In this 
fituation, who would not worfhip ? who would not adore ? 

“© Many theories are made out by thofe who are unfriend] 
to this work, by which to account for it. Bodily imbecility, 
fear, weaknefs of the nervous fyfiem, fympathy, minifterial 
oratory, demoniac delufion, or a combination of many or all of 
thefe : But there are many caufes which elude every theory of 
this kind, and leave the judicious mind no rocm to ‘doubt, that 
however ‘God may blels his own ordinances, and honour his 
own inftitutions ; however he may employ the various powers 
of body and silid which he has given to his creatures, tn the 
exercife of it; yet he does it in fuch a manner as to teftify to 
the world, that the power is Divine, 

«“ The de efign of Divine Providence, in this work, appears 
to be to convince the word, that there is a truth and power in 
the Chriftian religion, by addgefiing the external fenfes with 
undeniable teftimony. And fo foon as this truth is fully and 
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fufficieatly known to the world, I think thefe extraordinary 
exercifes will undoubtedly difappear. . 

“© The fubjects of this work experience it in various degrees, 
from the flighteft impreffions of feeblenefs, to the moft con- 
vulfive fpafms. Some feel the impreffion only a few minutes, 
others for a longer period. Many are impreffed from two to 
four hours, fome twenty-four hours, fome few three days ; and 
we are able to fay, upon refpectable authority, that a young 
woman, in Kentucky, lay nine days, and thea recovered, with- 
out any fenfe of hunger or thirft. 

“ Although the fubje¢cts of this work make the moft piteous 
outcries, they univerfally declare that they feel no bodily pain, 
and no inconvenience follows it. Women of the moft weak 
and delicate nerves, and deeply affected with hyfterical com- 
plaints, are nothing injured by being the fubjects of it. This 
work has no refpec& for peifons; it takes the high and the 
low, the male and the female, the rich and the poor, the free 
and the bond, the learned and the ignorant, the friend and the 
enemy, without diftin@tion. There has been no meeting of 
this kind, in this country, which has not caught fome of the 
Deiftical tribe. A remarkable inftance of this kind happened 
at Providence: This man, when affected, endeavoured to 
conceal it, to fhake it off, to deny it; and when more deep! 
affected, faid it was a kind of fits to which he had been fub- 
ject ; but before it left him he was obliged to cry for mercy. 

“ It is impofiible to give an account of all the various 
fhades of difference in the appearance of thofe who are affe@ted. 
The following may ferve as a kind of general out-line of the 
work: When a perfon begins to be affected, he generally 
{inks down in#the place where he ftood, and is for a few mi- 
nutes overwhelmed in tears; he then makes a weeping noife— 
fome perfon near lays hold of him—he fhricks aloud—and 
difcovers a defire to be on his back—in this he is indulye¢— 
and a friend fits down and fupports the head of the perfon on 
his lap. Every tear now leaves his eye, and he fhouts aloud 
for about twenty minutes. Meanwhile the features of his face 
are calm and regular. His voice becomes more and more 
feeble for about twenty minutes more. By this time he is 
fpecchlefs and motionlefs, and lies quiet perhaps an hour. 
During this time his pulfe is rather lower than the ufual fate ; 
the extremities cold, the fkin frefh and clear, the features of 
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the face full, the eyes clofed, but not fo clofe as in fleep.— 
Speech and motion return in the fame gradual manner ; the 
features become more full, Pleafure paints the countenance 
as peace comes to the foul; and when faith is obtained, the 
perfon rifes up, and with the moft heavenly countenance fhouts 
— ‘Giorv to God.”? This ecftacy abates in about a quarter 
of an nour, and the perfon is generally led away by a friend 
to his tent. Calm, mild, fedate pleafure marks the counte- 
nanc: for feveral days; and tho’e who have been often exer- 
cid in this plcafing manner, fhew a fweet mixture of love 
and joy, which no tongue or pen can defcribe. 

_ & Another great meeting of this kind is appointed at Wax- 
haw, on Friday the 2;tt May next. I do not think that it 
would be improper for fome of the religious people of your 
city to attend. J] venture to fuppofe they would find them- 
felves amply rewaided for their trouble. 

“ Tam, Rev, Sir, 
“ With great refpect, 
“ Your obedient fervant, 
“« JOHN BROWN.” 
Rev. Dr. WM. HoLiLinGsHeab. 








SHORT ACCOUNT 


OF THE PRESENT STATE OF RELIGION IN IRELAND. 
Letters from Ireland. 


OU defire to know our religious ftate, what exertions 

are making, and whether inftruments are raifed up for 

tr .ork, Uhe Lord has been pleafd, in fome degree, to re- 
vive his work, both among Diffenters and in the Eftablith- 
ment; particularly in the latter, through the inftrumenta!!t 
of Mr. —. Ahbo.t ten years fince, when he came out, there 
was not one who cculd be denominated a gofpel-minifter.— 
Through the bleffing of the Lord on his labours, we new 
reckon about twenty, befides others who favour the truth, 
ti ough they dé nor themfelves preach it. Thefe are fcattered 
throuzh the kingdom, but the north enjoys the greatcft fharé 
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ef them; they are all fituated in parifhes, except Mr. ; 
who poffeffes an independent property, which he devoics to 
the advancement of the caufe. He fpends moft of his time in 
itinerating, chiefly confining his labours to the fouth-eaft. In- 
dzed the fouthern parts of this kingdom are peculiarly dark ; 
the great majority of the people are Papifts, and fo pricft- 
ridden, that few would be fo bold as ¢o litten to a gof; el-fer- 
mon. Yet even of that dark country we have much hopes. 
The rebellion in fome degree tended to open the eyes of the 
better orders, The fallow-ground has been broken up by 
Mr. Cuoper, a fpirit of hearing is excited, and there is much 
profpeét of ufefulnefs, could labourers be obtained, and a fumh- 
cient fund procured for their fupport. In Dublin, religion 
is, I think, on the increafe ; though there are but few places 
where the truth is preached, and thofe few not well attended. 
The Arminians are lively and numerous; but there is a Ja- 
_ mentable deadnefs among profeffing Calvinifts. Inthe north, 
religion feems to flourifh moft; the majority of the people are 
of the Scotch Church, or Burghers ; among the latter, the the- 
ory of the gofpel is preached ; but they are very bigotted, and 
great oppofers of what they term irregularity. However, not~ 
withftanding their oppofition as a body, the Ulfter Society is 
chiefly compofed of perfons from among them. Mr. ——, 
who was the chief means of eftablifhing that Society, is a 
Burgher ; and he is a Chriftian indeed, full of holy zeai, unit- 
ng the wifdom of the ferpent with the harmlef{nefs of the 
ove. 

The exertions that are making, you may fuppofe, are not 
very extenfive or vigorous, from the infant ftate of religion 
amonzft us. ‘There is in Dublin a Traét Society. About 
two thoufand Traéts are publifhed each month; and there is 
reafon to hope, that good has been done by their diftribution, 
With the plan of the Ulfter and Dublin Societies, you are, I 
prefume, acquainted. Their object is to procure minifters 
of popular talents from Great Britain, or defray the expences 
of thofe at home whocan {pare time from their congregations 
to itinerate occafionally. The annual fund of the Dublin So. 





ciety is about £.10n, of the Ulfter {. 150. The chief labourer. 


has been Mr. Cooper, and his mini!try has been much bleffed ; 
he is at prefent at Cork. Mr. Gregory, the miffionary who 
publithed his journal, is now engaged in the north. A d'fi- 
culty of procuring minifters has limited very much the excr- 
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tions of the Societies, This difficuliy has induced them te 
determine the formation of an evangelical academy. The 

lan has been digefted, and fubfcriptions are receiving at pre- 
fent. I believe but one perfon has offered for fhe academy. 
It is expected many more will when it is eftablifhed, 

As to perfons being rafed up for the work, I can fay but 
little. Much is expe&ted from the academy; and hitherto no 
exertions have been made for bringing thofe forward who 
poffefs fuitable gifts; however, the number is doubilefs in- 
creafing. A great change has taken place; a ferious concern 
feems to be excited in the minds of fome of the eftablifhed 
clergy ; and there are fome evangelical young men in college 
who intend taking orders. 

I have endeavoured, Sir, briefly to anfwer your inquiries ; 
I hope fhortly to have ftill more pleafing profpeéts, and fhall 
be happy to communicate any information relative to the 
fuccefs of our Lords’s kingdom. I muft acknowledge grofs 
darknefs covers the land; but have reafon to blefs the Lord 
that light has arifen, and is rapidly increafing. O! may the 
Lord, who worketh all things after the counfel of his own will, 
work wonders for us. Dear Sir, pray for us, that the word 


of the Lord may have free courfe and be glorified. 


6. oe eee 


We fubjoin part of a letter received from one of the Ministers. 


‘© Armagh, January 8, 1801. 


«] LEFT Dublin on the Thurfday for , where I 
preached on the Sabbath, and proceeded to --—-——, on the 
Tuefday. I was kindly received by Mr. , and other 
members of the Evangelical Society. Mr. ——— is a faith- 
ful, zealous and laborious minifter of the gofpel, who embraces 
every opportunity of declaring the truth as it is in Jefus. He 

reaches feveral times a week in the villages in the neigh- 
bourhood of this, where he has an opportunity of addrefiing 
many, who will not go to any ftated place of worfhip where the 
gofpel is preached. His labours are very acceptable, and I 
hope alfo fuccefsful among the people. 

Since I came here, I have preached in various parts of the 
country ; there are two ftated places which I have to fupply 
every Sabbath alternately. Both places are deftitute of the 
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gofpel. At —-,the attendance is not good; moft of the peoplé 
are Roman Catholics ; the few who profefs Preteftanifm are 


many of them profeffed Arminians and Arians. At —, thé 


attendance is good; they are building a houfe there for the re- 
ception of evangelical preachers. This will bea great blefling 
to the place, as they muft go a great way before they can hear 
the gofpel. “The other places where I preach are in general 
well attended, and the people exoprefs a great defire to hear. 
With regard to the ftate of religion in this country, it is 
very low indeed. Ignorance and fuperftition overfpread the 
land; the people are perithing for lack of knowledge; the 
fcriptures are feldom perufed even by the Proteftants, and the 
Roman Catholics are in general prohibited by their priefts. 
The gofpel, I underftand, is preached but by few in its purity, 
fo that its effeéts are feldom manifeft. Even in the north of 
Ireland, where the Proteftants are moft numerous, there are a 
great many Catholics, who in general are much attached to 
their fuperftitions, and oppofers of the Proteftants; their pre- 
judices againft Proteftanifm are much ftrengthened by the 
condué of Proteftants towards them. ‘The wicked lives and 
perfecuting fpirit of the Proteftants are ftrong barriers in the 
way of the Catholics receiving the truth. Yet even among 
the Catholics an unufual fpirit of enquiry has of late been ex- 
cited. Atthofe places where Mr. and I preach, numbers 
attend, many of whom exprefs their approbation of what they 
hear. Qne night lately, at a place where Mr. was preach- 
ing, a man of great repute among the Catholics, whom they 
calla Dinawonfal, or man of fuperior judgment, was perfuaded 
to come and hear. After fermon, he faid to the perfon who 
brought him, that he bleffed God that he had come, and hoped 
that he had got much good by it. This is a favourable fymp- 
tom, and is a fpecimen of what might be expected, had thefe 
poor people the means\of hearing the gofpel. In the fouth, 
alfo, vaft numbers have attended the preaching of Mr.Cooper, 
notwithftanding the fevere and repeated threats of their clergy. 
At one place, Mr. Cooper told me, while he was preaching to 
a large congregation, chiefly Catholics, the prieft came with a 
ftick, and began to beat thé people, in order to drive them 
away. Mr, Covihe called upon them to ftay, while he rea- 
foned with them on the condu& of their prieft. They did fo, 
and what Mr. Cooper faid had fuch an eff-& upon them, that 
they moftly all remained, while the prieft was obliged to go 
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away, greatly mortified at his unfuccefsful attempt. From 
thefe and other circumftances, it is evident that many of them 
are convinced of the abfurdities of the Romifh church, and 
have a defire to be informed of what is truth, but know not 
where to apply for information. 

The Proteftants are divided into the following clafles: the 
Eftablifhed Church ; the General Synod; and the Seceders, 
It is among the latter that the gofpel is chiefly to be found ; 
they are divided into Burghers and Antiburghers, who are 
much the fame in their difpofitions and manners as thofe in 
Scotland. In the General Synod, I underftand the gofpel is 
not fo generally preached; many exceptions are to be found, 
where error is maintained in oppofition to the truth. Upon 
the whole, Ireland is a field white for the harveft. ‘The people 
are ignorant of the truth, and in general deftitute of the means 
of obtaining it. Surely the language of their fituation to thofe 
who know the truth is, Come and help us. But I hope the 
day begins to dawn. The exertions of the Evangelical Socie- 
ties of Ulfter and Dublin promife well. I hope they will be ena- 
bled to perfevere, till they have illuminated with the knowledge 
of the divine truth, the whole of this regien and fhadow of 
death. Befides theexertions of thefe Societies, there are many 
other promifing appearances in this country. In Dublin, one 
of the aldermen of the city has opened two large rooms for a 
weekly fermon by evangelical preachers. That Tuefday I 
was in Dublin, we were invited there; in the evening the 
rooms were filled with a very genteel audience. The fervice 
is principally intended for fuch, becaufe many come there who 
would by no means go to any ftated place of worfhip where 
the gofpel is preached. The fermon was preached by a curate 
of the Church of England; it was very much fuited to the au- 
dience. Befides the curate,there are a great many more in the 
Church, who live and preach the gofpel, There isa Mr. —in 
this county, who is reétor of —,who formerly neither knew nor 
preached the gcfpel. A few years ago he was brought to feel 
its power, and now he is become a moft faithful and zealous 
preacher. “The confequence of which is, his church, which 
was formerly almoft deferted, is now conftantly crowded, and 
prayer-meetings have been begun in his parifh, one ef which 
he attends every night in the week himfelf; his curate is alfo 
a ferious and zealous man, who cordially joins with the rector 


jn all his plans for promoting the truth.” 








